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| Praises:

'We praise the Lord for the fol-
lowing lives impacted by the
Wake Up America, Inc. ministry:

e Ninety-four Professions of
Salvation

| o Sixty-eight Rededications
e Numerous Responses for:
- Better Witnesses
- Apathy and Indifference

- Doing more for Christ

We praise God for our military |
who selflessly defend the free-
doms we cherish and their
families . Thank you for your
service..

' Join us at the Fuquay
Town Hall on May 7th,

. 12to | pm, for our

| community National

| Day of Prayer Service
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Each day He faithfully treks
to that solemn place. Just a
hundred yards from his home,
but it might as well be one
hundred miles. With each step
he sheds the cares of the day
to lighten the load. Emptied of
worldly woes, thoughts and
memories flood his soul as his
mind focuses on the object of
this somber passage. The light-
ened load that was so easily
cast aside is replaced with an-
other burden—one heavier,
one that must also be laid
down, but how! This burden
is not easily cast aside. This
burden tenaciously clings to
his soul. As he nears the desti-
nation of this daily journey,
emotions well up within
him—unbearable, heart-felt
emotions born from the famil-
iar burden carried each day.

There it is, standing before
him, a tree—majestic and
strong. He kneels and begins
to earnestly pray. Generations
before him have prayed at this

| hollowed place, the same

prayer that he now prays.
That knowledge offers a de-
gree of comfort and a connec-

| tion to those who have gone

before him.
He pours out his heart be-

The Tree by Mike Macon
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fore God in prayer for his only
son—a son recently deployed
to Iraq on his second tour of
duty. In this holy place, in this
place of prayer, burdens are
laid down and sons are lifted

up.

Strewn on the ground
around this tree’s mighty trunk
are plow blades, sprinkler tub-
ing, and other farm implements
that testify to the life of a
farmer, a life lived by faith. It is
ficting that at the center of
these symbols of a life lived by
faicth stands the emblem of all
faith—a tree. Another’s Son,
long ago, walked a solemn trek
burdened beyond human imagi-
nation. One foot in front of the
other, steps faltering under the
great weight, a burden willingly
and joyfully carried up Cal-
vary's hill to another tree.

It's at the tree that we ex-
perience God's grace. It's at
the tree that we can confi-

dently lay our burdens

down. It's at the tree that

we can ask God's favor and

' | protection on our sons and

our daughters. And, it’s at
the tree that we can be
strengthened to endure an-

- other day until He comes

again. There at the tree—a
place of prayer, and most of
all, hope.

As he stands—emptied,
burdens lightened—a fore-
beding thought overpowers
him, “What if I'm not able to
make this journey each
day—sickness or some
other issue blocking my
way!?” Then God's Spirit
whispers softly, “Take a
piece of the tree with you
wherever you go.”

This story is true. A dear
friend lives it each day. But, it’s
not just his story; it’s the story
of countless fathers and moth-
ers across our great land. Pray
for God'’s protection on all our
sons and daughters who serve
selflessly in the armed forces of
our nation. Pray also that God
would grant their families hope,
grace, and strength for each
day as we join them in prayer
at the tree, Calvary’s cross.

Family by Mike Macon
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On May |0th we celebrate
“Mother’s Day” and on June
21st, “Father’s day.” These
two days are set aside each

| year to acknowledge the most

important people in our lives.
Take time this year to

“honor thy father and thy
mother” (Ex. 20:12) for it is a
command of God as well as
the right thing to do.
Remember, FAMILY stands
for: Father And Mother 1|
Love You!

Finally, if you're like me,
both parents deceased, the
best way to honor your par-
ents is to live your life hon-
oring God.







