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Praises:

ministry:

¢ Ninety-four Professions of
Salvation

¢ Sixty-nine Rededications

¢ Numerous Responses for:

- Better Witnesses
- Apathy and Indifference

- Doing more for Christ

We praise God for our mili-
tary and their families who

selflessly defend the freedoms =~

we cherish. Thank you for
your service.

We praise the Lord for the °
following lives impacted by this

L

Knock, Knock by Mike Macon

J

‘ God wrote to the church at

Laodicea in Revelation 3:16
| (NAS), "“So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, | will spit you out of My
mouth.”

Lukewarm pictures a lack of
real concern, a demonstrated
‘insincerity towards God.
i C. S. Lewis touched on this
isame theme when he wrote,
 “Christianity, if false, is of no im-
| portance, and if true, of infinite
importance. The one thing it can-
not be is moderately important.”

How we treat Jesus is of

infinite importance. God
says to those who only play at
religion, “You make me
sick”  (i.e. ! will spit you out of
my mouth).

We understand from Rev.
3:17 that God judged this
church to be self-absorbed, so
much so that the people had
broken fellowship with Him and
were blinded to their condition.

Jesus then extends an offer to
restore fellowship when He
says, “Behold, | stand at the door
and knock; if anyone hears My
voice and opens the door, | will

come in to him and will dine
with him, and he with
Me.” (Rev. 3:20 NAS)

Do we get the importance
of this verse! Jesus is outside |
of the church knocking on its |
doors, imploring those inside
to open the door so that He
can come in and restore fel-
lowship with them.

Our faith cannot be mod-:
erately important! It truly is
an “all or nothing” proposi-
tion. Where is Jesus in your
life? Do you hear Him
knocking?

True Success In Life by Mike Macon

The Bible tells us, “There is

no wisdom, no insight, no plan
that can succeed against the
Lord.” Proverbs 21:30

| Think about that—No Wis-
I dom, No Insight, No Plan—can
succeed against the Lord. This
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So, what are you up against
today? What has you worried?

Who has you shaking in your
boots? What circumstances
are you facing that seem over-
whelming or hopeless?

Call out to Him! Hang on to
Him! Trust in Him! For “There
is no wisdom, no insight, no plan
that con succeed against the
Lord™

As a warning, this verse de-
clares that nothing we uy,
nothing we plan, nothing we do,
apart from God, will bring true
success to our lives. The key is
to rely on God's plans, to rely
on God’s insight, and to rely on
God's wisdom. How do we do
that? Hebrews [l:la gives us
that answer, “Through faith we
understand...”

As a word of personal test-
mony, | can assure you that
God js trustworthy of your
faith. He healed my marriage,
He restored my family, He gave
me peace, and He can do the
same for you!

Listen to a word of en-‘
couragement from God Him-
self to you personally from
the Book of Jeremiah, “For /|
know the thoughts that | think
toward you, saith the Llord,
thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected |
end. Then shall you call upon
me..and | will hearken unto
you.” (Jer. 29:11, 12)
Remember, it's only
through the eyes of faith in
Christ that God's plan will
become clear to you. He
alone is our strength and our
shield in all of life’s difficul-
ties. Call out to Him! Hang
on to Him! Trust in Him!
For, “There is no wisdom, no.
insight, no plan that can suc-
ceed against the Lord.” |
“Lord, grant us the faith toj
put Jesus between us and}
every trial we face. In’
Christ's name. Amen”

{
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The Encounter by Jan Nance

She was on the periphery of the
crowd—she was unclean. Her culture
stated that she was not to be touched or
to touch any one. This is her only
chance.

| was lonely, miserable, the stench,
heat of the day, closed in on me like a
cloud, ever following me. | might as well
be dead for all the good | am to my fam-
ily or myself. God, why am | in this
state! | am weak spiritually and physi-
cally. Hear my cry.

Doctors, what do they know! | have
gone to all of them. They thought they
could heal me, help my condition. | am
without money and am waning in
hope. Yet, | have heard of a healer. He
has shown miraculous signs, one who
can make me whole.

One of the top officials has his atten-
tion begging for healing for his daugh-
ter. Someone high in the government
has standing. What hope do | have of
getting his attention?

Quit kicking at me, | am not touching
you; the dust is enough to choke
me. Bug, | need to inch closer. | need to
be able to get his attention. No one will

notice if | look up into this mans'
face. See if he really can heal.

All | have to do is touch him, get his
actention, and ask for mercy. Now, now
is my chance . . . The crowd has given
me just enough room ----- to touch Him

| touched his cloak and immediacely

strength was restored to my body, a tin-
gling ran through my finger, toes and the
hair stood up on my head. This must be
Jesus. Now if | can only slink away. |
will be okay.
Oh no! He is asking, "Who touched
me”? He is looking into the crowd. The
disciples commented how there is such a
crush of people that anyone could have
swept against him. He refuted them and
said to Peter “| know better than that,
this was different. | felt the power go
out of me.”

His eyes bore into the back of my
head. | knew | was going to have to
speak up. They could stone me for
this. It's like he knows who | am, |
turned. He scanned the crowd and our
eyes met briefly. | lowered my body and
knelt down. Having been in that posi-
tion for years with the pain, it was easy

to lower myself in adoration to Him.

“Lord have mercy on me. | touched
you. | felt the fabric of your garment
between my fingers. | knew if |
touched you, | would be healed. | have
been bleeding for |12 years and nothing
has helped. Have mercy.”

Jesus looked at me and said
“Daughter your faith has healed
you. Go in Peace.” Then he turned
and went down the road, the crowd
following. | stayed behind, rubbing my
thumb and finger against each other -
remembering, what the fabric felt like.

I am healed. Hallelujah!! Let me go,
and tell my family. | am healed. Jesus
healed me. Look everyone! | am
healed!

It has been many years since | en-
countered Jesus. | heard he was cruci-
fied, but that he rose again. Wow! |
still rub my thumb and finger together
remembering the feel of the cloth of
His cloak.

1 am truly blessed! Come children, it
is time for supper. After dinner let me
tell you a bedtime story about an en-
counter with a man named Jesus

Lightside

Thoughts on Children

I. We childproofed our home, but they
are still getting in!

2. If you have a lot of tension and get a
headache, do what it says on the aspi-
rin bottde: “Take Two Aspirin” and
“Keep Away From Children.”

What Marriage Is Really About

He ordered one hamburger, one or-
der of French fries and one drink. The
old man unwrapped the plain hamburger
and carefully cut it in half. He placed
one half in front of his wife. He then
carefully counted out the french fries,
dividing them into two piles and neatly
placed one pile in front of his wife. He
took a sip of the drink, his wife took a
sip and then set the cup down between
them. As he began to eat his few bites
of hamburger, the people around them
kept looking over and whispering. You
could tell they were thinking, "That
poor old couple! - all they can afford is
one meal for the two of them."

As the man began to eat his fries a

young man came to the table. He po-
litely offered to buy another meal for the
old couple. The old man said they were
just fine and used to sharing everything.

The surrounding people noticed the
little old lady hadn't eaten a bite. She sat
there watching her husband eat and oc-
casionally taking turns sipping the drink.

Again the young man came over and
begged them to let him buy another
meal for them. This time the old woman
said "No, thank you, we are used to
sharing everything.”

As the old man finished and was wiping
his face neatly with the napkin, the young
man again came over to the little old
lady who had yet to eat a single bite of
food and asked "What is it you are wait-
ing for?”

She answered, “THE TEETH!"

chanic working feverishly to unlock the
driver's side door.

As they watched from the passenger

side, the wife instinctively tried the
door handle and discovered that it was
unlocked. "Hey,"” she announced to
the technician, "Its open!”

His reply, "I know -l already got that
side.”

A couple arrived at an automobile
dealership to pick up their car, only to
be told that their keys had been inadver-
tently locked in it. They went to the
service department and found a me-

A kindergarten teacher gave her j

class a "show and tell" assignment of
bringing something to represent their
religion,

The first child got in front of the |

class and said, "My name is Benjamin
and | am Jewish and this is the Star of
David."

The second child got in front of the
class and said, "My name is Mary. I'm
am Catholic and this is the Crucifix.”

The third child got in front of the
class and said, "My name is Tommy and
| am Baptist and this is a casserole.”
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Youth Forum

New and Improved by Mike Macon

Turn on the TV or radio and it won't
be long before you're confronted with
all kinds of product claims using words
like, “new and improved” or “newly for-
mulated for improved results.” Experi-
ence suggests that most of these prod-
uct claims are simply “new and im-
proved” enticements repackaged to
compel someone to buy the product
being advertised. But, are you aware
that scripture makes a similar claim?
“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of fesus,

By a new and living way, which he hath con-

secrated for us, through the veil, that is to

say, his flesh;...” (Hebrews 10:19, 20)

The veil speaks to the impenetrable
barrier that separates sinful man from a
perfectly holy and righteous God (the
holiest).

Praise God, because our scripture de-
clares that there is a new_and living way
to God—through Christ’s flesh (body)
on the cross. This way is available to all
who will cry out to receive jesus as their
Lord and Savior. When we do that,
then the blood of Jesus covers us and
cleanses us from all unrighteousness.

Through the blood of Christ who
made a new and living way by His death,

burial, and resurrection, we have un-
hindered access to God and eternal
life. We can boldly stand before God
absolutely confident that through
Christ the sin that once formed an im-
penetrable barrier between us and
God has been destroyed.

The next time you hear one of those
ads claiming that something is “new
and improved”, praise God for the
new and living way consecrated for
you, personally, by Jesus, our Lord.

THE COLLECTION PLATE (author unknown)

[

A nine year-old boy lived in a rural
town in Tennessee. His house was in a
poor area of the community.

A church had a bus ministry that came
knocking on his door one after-
noon. The kid came to answer the door
and greeted the bus pastor. The bus
pastor asked if his parents were home
and the small boy told him that his par-
ents take off every weekend and leave
him at home to take care of his little
brother. The bus pastor couldn't believe
what the kid said and asked him to re-
peatit.

The youngster gave the same answer
and the bus pastor asked to come in and
talk with him. They went into the living
room and sat down on an old couch
with the foam and springs exposed. The
bus pastor asked the kid, "Where do
you go to church?’

The young boy surprised the visitor by
replying, “lI've never been to church in
my whole life." The bus pastor thought
to himself about the fact that his church
was less than three miles from the child's
house.

"Are you sure you have never been to
church?” he asked again.

"I sure haven't", came his an-
swer. Then the bus pastor said, "Well,
son, more important than going to
church, have you ever heard the greatest
love story ever told?” and then he pro-
ceeded to share the Gospel with this
little nine-year-old boy.

The young lad’s heart began to be ten-

derized and at the end of the bus pas-
tor's story the bus pastor asked if the
boy wanted to receive this free gift from
God.

The youngster exclaimed, "You bet!"
The kid and the bus pastor got on their
knees and the lad invited Jesus into his
lictle heart and received the free gift of
salvation. They both stood up and the
bus pastor asked if he could pick the kid
up for church the next morning.

"Sure,” the nine old replied.

The bus pastor got to the house early
the next morning and found the lights
off. He let himself in and snaked his way
through the house and found the little
boy asleep in his bed. He woke up the
little boy and his brother and helped get
them dressed.

They got onto the bus and ate a donut
for breakfast on their way to
church. Keep in mind that this boy had
never been to church before.

The church was a real big one. The
lictle kid just sac there, clueless of what
was going on.

A few minutes into the service these
tall unhappy guys walked down to the
front and picked up some wooden
places. One of the men prayed and the
kid with utter fascination watched them
walk up and down the aisles.

He still didn't know what was going
on.

All of a sudden like a bolt of lightning it
hit the kid what was taking place. These
people must be giving money to Jesus.

He then reflected on the free gift of
life he had received just twenty-four
hours earlier.

He immediately searched his pock-
ets, front and back, and couldn't find a
thing to give Jesus. By this time the
offering plate was being passed down
his aisle and with a broken heart he
just grabbed the plate and held on to
it.

He finally let go and watched it pass
on down the aisle. He turned around
to see it passed down the aisle behind
him.

And then his eyes remained glued on
the plate as it was passed back and
forth, back and forth all the way to the
rear of the sanctuary.

Then he had an idea.

This little nine-year-old boy, in front
of God and everybody, got up out of
his seat. He walked about eight rows
back, grabbed the usher by the coat
and asked to hold the plate one more
time.

Then he did the most astounding
thing | have ever heard of. He took
the plate, sat it on the carpeted church
floor and stepped into the center of
it. As he stood there, he lifted his lit-
tle head up and said, “Jesus, | don't
have anything to give you today, but
just me.

| give you me!"

[
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“Reclaiming America Through -Jesus Christ”

“Don’t Lose Your Head to Gain a Minute, You Need
Your Head, Your Brains Are In It.” Burma Shave Sign-

age

' MaylJune Scripture:

' “By a new and living way, which He hath conse-
crated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His

flesh” (Hebrews 10:20)

fi Director’s Corner _by Mike Macon, Executive Director

When | was growing up, my family
would drive several hours to my cousin's
house for an annual family reunion each
Memorial Day. Every now and then we
would come upon “Burma Shave” signs
| posted along the road. Burma Shave was a
popular shaving cream back then. The
signs were red with white letters. Usually
there were five signs spaced about 100
feet apart. The first four signs contained
one line each of a four-line message. The
fifth sign always said “Burma Shave."”

My mom would read the signs out loud
as we drove. My brother and | would
break out into belly-wrenching laughter,
far more than was appropriate for the cir-
cumstance. When that happened | knew
that my brother and | were in trouble.

Our uncontrolled giggling always upset
my dad when he was driving. He would
threaten to stop the car and cut a switch
unless we immediately stopped. More of-
ten than not, dad's threats didn't work. A
funny face, a tongue stuck out, or a brief
glance at one another, and the giggles
would gush forth again like a dam breaking.

So what were some of the Burma Shave
messages that wreaked so much havoc on
my family?

DON'T LOSE YOUR HEAD
TO GAIN A MINUTE
YOU NEED YOUR HEAD
YOUR BRAINS ARE IN IT
Burma Shave

NO MATTER THE PRICE
NO MATTER HOW NEW
THE BEST SAFETY DEVICE

IN THE CAR IS YOU
Burma Shave

THE ONE WHO DRIVES
WHEN HE'S BEEN DRINKING
DEPENDS ON YOU
TO DO HIS THINKING
Burma Shave

CAR IN DITCH
DRIVER IN TREE
THE MOON WAS FULL
AND SO WAS HE.
Burma Shave

PASSING SCHOOL ZONE
TAKE IT SLOW
LET OUR LITTLE
SHAVERS GROW
Burma Shave

As | grew older, especially after serving
during the Viet Nam War, Memorial Day
took on a more solemn meaning. Child-
hood giggles turned to somber thoughts of
friends and family members who died serv-
ing our country. Burma Shave signs were
replaced by the epitaphs on the tombstones
of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.
Childhoeod innocence gave way to life's real-
ity that freedom and hope are never free;
they require constant vigilance, and often
demand a high price. But, the greatest ex-|
pression of this truth came when | accepted
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.

Jesus died that | might be freed from the
bondage of sin. Jesus sacrificed His life that
| might have hope. The epitaph on my
Lord's tomb reads, “He Is Risen!” Praise
God, because He lives, so shall we.

This Memorial Day remember and honor
those heroes who gave their lives in service
to our great nation. But, don't stop there;
direct your children and others to the hero
of all heroes, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself|
in service to God that we might have hope,
freedom and eternal life.




