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Praises:

ministry:

¢ Ninety-four Professions of
Salvation

¢ Sixty-nine Rededications

¢ Numerous Responses for:

- Better Witnesses
- Apathy and Indifference

- Doing more for Christ

We praise God for our mili-
tary and their families who

selflessly defend the freedoms =~

we cherish. Thank you for
your service.

We praise the Lord for the °
following lives impacted by this

L

Knock, Knock by Mike Macon

J

‘ God wrote to the church at

Laodicea in Revelation 3:16
| (NAS), "“So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, | will spit you out of My
mouth.”

Lukewarm pictures a lack of
real concern, a demonstrated
‘insincerity towards God.
i C. S. Lewis touched on this
isame theme when he wrote,
 “Christianity, if false, is of no im-
| portance, and if true, of infinite
importance. The one thing it can-
not be is moderately important.”

How we treat Jesus is of

infinite importance. God
says to those who only play at
religion, “You make me
sick”  (i.e. ! will spit you out of
my mouth).

We understand from Rev.
3:17 that God judged this
church to be self-absorbed, so
much so that the people had
broken fellowship with Him and
were blinded to their condition.

Jesus then extends an offer to
restore fellowship when He
says, “Behold, | stand at the door
and knock; if anyone hears My
voice and opens the door, | will

come in to him and will dine
with him, and he with
Me.” (Rev. 3:20 NAS)

Do we get the importance
of this verse! Jesus is outside |
of the church knocking on its |
doors, imploring those inside
to open the door so that He
can come in and restore fel-
lowship with them.

Our faith cannot be mod-:
erately important! It truly is
an “all or nothing” proposi-
tion. Where is Jesus in your
life? Do you hear Him
knocking?

True Success In Life by Mike Macon

The Bible tells us, “There is

no wisdom, no insight, no plan
that can succeed against the
Lord.” Proverbs 21:30

| Think about that—No Wis-
I dom, No Insight, No Plan—can
succeed against the Lord. This

Inside this issue:

jverse is both a blessing and a
| warning.

1
The Encounter

As a blessing, we can have

2 ‘absolute confidence that noth-
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ing we face is beyond God's
' providence; He is with us in
| every trial or trouble. Romans
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8:31 puts it this way, “"What,

" 3 then, shall we say in response to

this? If God is for us, who can be
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against us? And in Psalms we
read, “in the day when | cried,

- v—— You answered me, and strength-

! ened me with strength in my soul.
Though | walk in the midst of
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trouble, You will revive me...Your
right hand shafl save me.” Ps.
1183, 6
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So, what are you up against
today? What has you worried?

Who has you shaking in your
boots? What circumstances
are you facing that seem over-
whelming or hopeless?

Call out to Him! Hang on to
Him! Trust in Him! For “There
is no wisdom, no insight, no plan
that con succeed against the
Lord™

As a warning, this verse de-
clares that nothing we uy,
nothing we plan, nothing we do,
apart from God, will bring true
success to our lives. The key is
to rely on God's plans, to rely
on God’s insight, and to rely on
God's wisdom. How do we do
that? Hebrews [l:la gives us
that answer, “Through faith we
understand...”

As a word of personal test-
mony, | can assure you that
God js trustworthy of your
faith. He healed my marriage,
He restored my family, He gave
me peace, and He can do the
same for you!

Listen to a word of en-‘
couragement from God Him-
self to you personally from
the Book of Jeremiah, “For /|
know the thoughts that | think
toward you, saith the Llord,
thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected |
end. Then shall you call upon
me..and | will hearken unto
you.” (Jer. 29:11, 12)
Remember, it's only
through the eyes of faith in
Christ that God's plan will
become clear to you. He
alone is our strength and our
shield in all of life’s difficul-
ties. Call out to Him! Hang
on to Him! Trust in Him!
For, “There is no wisdom, no.
insight, no plan that can suc-
ceed against the Lord.” |
“Lord, grant us the faith toj
put Jesus between us and}
every trial we face. In’
Christ's name. Amen”
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